
 

POLICE ADVISORY VOTE FOR ENHANCED 

LAW ENFORCEMENT COVERAGE 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Q: Why is the CSD doing this? 

A: The CSD received a petition signed by over 500 people asking for the District to pursue enhanced law 

enforcement services for the community.  The District, as your local government, is being responsive to this request and 

seeking broader input from the community before further action is taken. 

 

Q: What will the CSD Board do with the results of the Advisory Vote? 

A: The CSD Board will evaluate the results and determine if there is a compelling reason to expend discretionary 

funds (These are funds that are separate from water or sewer accounts) to evaluate the option further. 

 

Q:  What does it mean to have an “advisory vote”? 

A: An “advisory vote” is a formal mechanism to determine the desire of the voting public.  It is not binding upon 

those casting a vote in the affirmative, nor it is incumbent upon the District to act upon the results of the “advisory 

vote”. It is simply one more piece of information as to the level of interest within the community expressed in a formal 

way. 

 

Q:  What is “enhanced law enforcement”? How many officers?  How many hours? What equipment will be needed? 

A: Enhanced law enforcement is defined as a greater level of service than what is currently provided to the 

community.  The exact level of service, number of officers, hours on the beat, equipments need, etc. will be determined 

through the development of a feasibility study with input from the community and the Association. 

 

Q:  How much will it cost if we get more police coverage? 

A: We do not know the current costs yet.  This would be determined based upon many factors including the 

desired level of service. The community would vote on the actual costs at a later date.   

 

Q:  Why is there such a discrepancy in the amounts that have been quoted by some in the community? 

A: The District received cost estimates from the Sheriff’s Department for 2013/14 with the following estimated 

costs for coverage: 

 24 hours per day; 7 days a week coverage - $1,292,410  

 10 hours per day; 7 days a week coverage - $633,801 

 40 hours per week on various days - $391,150 

If the community were to receive credit for the 40 hours that law enforcement is currently being provided then 

additional funding would need to cover the balance. The details of what exact value the Sheriff’s Department currently 

attributes to the existing coverage would be included in the feasibility report. 

 

 

Q:  What is the process for getting enhanced law enforcement for Helendale? 

A: If it is determined that further evaluation is necessary, the following steps will be necessary: 

• Request from the Local Agency Formation Commission to activate Police Powers for the District which are 

now latent 

• Determine the level of service and costs for providing enhanced Police service 

• Allow property owners/voters the opportunity to vote the cost for such services. 

  



Q:  What does LAFCO (Local Agency Formation Commission) have to do with this? 

A: LAFCO is the state entity that provides authority for services, boundaries, etc. for government agencies.  A CSD 

has numerous powers authorized under state law.  It has active powers for the services it renders, (i.e. water, sewer, 

park & rec, etc.) and the balance of powers under the law are referred to as latent (or non-active) powers.  A latent 

power can only be activated through a request to LAFCO and the demonstration of the feasibility for performing such 

power. This process includes one or more public hearings. 

 

Q: How long would it take to get enhanced law enforcement for Helendale? 

A:  The process can take two or more years to complete. 

 

Q:  How would enhanced law enforcement be paid for? 

A: Enhanced law enforcement would be paid for through a funding mechanism to be determined after the advisory 

vote, accepted by the Local Agency Formation Commission and subsequently approved by the property owners/voters. 

 

Q:  Why do we not have full-time police coverage now when other areas like Trona and Phelan have assigned officers. 

A: The Sheriff’s department determines how they staff the various areas.  Consideration is given to outlying areas 

based upon the response time and call levels.   

 

Q:  Why should I call the Police when we have Silver Lakes Association Security? 

A: Police staffing is predicated upon the call volume.  The Silver Lakes Security only oversees the Association 

amenities and does not have policing authority. 

 

Q: What happens when officers have court time and booking time? 

A: It is expected that it would be handled in the same way it is currently handled by the Sheriff.  If the resident 

deputy is out of the area, another would be required to cover any calls that come in.  This coverage would be included in 

the level of service discussions that would take place during the development of the feasibility report. 

 

Q:  Would the District have any liability for law suits against the enforcement agency? 

A: The existing contracts between the Sheriff’s Department and other local jurisdictions include all operational 

related costs.  These costs are aggregated over the entire force and each contract entity shares a pro-rata percentage of 

the cost.  It is expected that as related costs increase each year so would the contract costs increase. 

 

Q:  We already have a 40-hour a week deputy.  Would we still have that? 

A: The Sheriff has stated that any enhanced law enforcement would augment the existing law enforcement 

presence in the area.  This means that the additional time not already allocated to the community is the amount that 

would have to be paid for via the funding mechanism to be subsequently determined.  The specifics of this commitment 

would be agreed upon and articulated in the feasibility report and the costs would be presented to the community at a 

later date to vote on at a later date. 

 

Q:  Has the CSD done its homework?  

A: The CSD has done its homework. This process represents a conservative approach. The CSD Board of Directors is 

simply facilitating the process to hopefully ascertain the community’s level of interest.  Nothing has been decided by the 

Board as to the level of coverage, cost of service, etc.  The CSD Board does not have an opinion nor a desired outcome 

for the result of the advisory vote. 

 

Q: Would there be an office locally? 

A: There is an existing office located in the Silver Lakes Association Clubhouse.  If additional facilities and/or office 

was deemed necessary that could be provided. This would be determined at a later date as part of the feasibility report. 


